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VELUX EDITORIAL
EXPERIENCING LIGHT

In this issue we explore how human beings experi-
ence and perceive light and space. Experience and
perceptionare very personal phenomena; constantly
influenced by physicaland psychological conditions,
as well as by the cultural values of the societies.

We see some common denominators that
should be taken into consideration. One of them
is raised by Juhanni Pallasmaa in his article ‘Tan-
gible Light". He points out that light is not only ex-
perienced through our eyes, it can also be ‘sensed’
through our skin. This view is closely related to
the work of Philippe Rahm’, which features the un-
conscious, immediate physical reactions of human
beings to their surroundings, whether they are pro-
voked through light and darkness, heat or cold, or
other ‘atmospheric’ influences. In an interview
with Ahmet Giilgénen, the Turkish-French archi-
tect, he speaks of how light and space can be per-
ceived as the same and challenges the duality of
volume and space. To him, “a void without light is
not a black space”, but a dark void will only turn
into space if light enters it through an opening or
awindow. How to convert a dark bunker into day-
lit inhabitable spaces? In the Cologne suburb of
Nippes, a World War Il bunker was literally sliced
open to convert it into spacious apartments filled
with daylight. The huge bunker walls and ceilings,

meanwhile, are still present in the new spaces and
can be experienced with all the senses.

In this issue we are also proud to present a se-
ries of unique light and space installations that stu-
dentsat the Oslo School of Architecture and Design
(AHO) have designed, and that have now been built
with the help of VELUX Norway. These 'light ma-
chines’ “do nothing but reveal emotions”, writes
Rolf Gerstlauer, professor at AHO - but by doing
so, the machines also open up entirely new ways
to experience light and space. In a like-minded at-
titude, the founder of VELUX, Villum Kann Ras-
mussen, strove to convert the thousands of dark
attics in European cities into liveable and usable
space when he developed his first roof window
in the 1940s and brought daylight and fresh air
through the roof.

We hope you too experience light from a dif-
ferent perspective as you read Daylight & Archi-
tecture 07.
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NOW 4

New impressions on the theme of daylight from all

over the world: Gerhard Richter sheds a new glow

on Cologne Cathedral -and adds another chapterto

the history of church windows with a new and ab-
stract variation. A pavilion in Madrid exhibits a ‘liter-
ary'play of light and shadows, aformer monasteryin

Andalusia testifies to the shaping power of daylight.
Finally: Peter Zumthorenvelops the ruined church of
St. Kolumba in Cologne in a mystical half-light.

MANKIND 8
AND ARCHITECTURE
TANGIBLE LIGHT

The visual sense has always been considered the

‘noblest’ of man's five senses; its predominance in

our culture has increased even more with the ad-
vent of the media age. According to Juhani Pal-
lasmaa, this has also affected the way in which
architecture is now designed. Pallasmaa argues
that the five senses and their interrelationships
need to be rediscovered as an essential element in
our perception of space, light and shade.
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DAYLIGHTING 14
PHILIPPE RAHM:

THE UNCONSCIOUS AND

THE LIGHT

The Swiss architect Philippe Rahm designs instal-
lations and buildings which turn day into night or
generate an alpine climate at sea level. By focus-
ing on the effect of space on the human psyche

and not on form or function, Rahm sheds light on

processes which usually only take place at a sub-
conscious level.

REFLECTIONS 30
WINDOWS ON
THE WORLD

Modern high-power tomography scanners allow
brain scientists literally to see into the soul. And
they have gained new insights into how seeing

‘works'. But has this really changed the way we

perceive the world? In his article Nicholas Wade
investigates the mystery of three-dimensional vi-
sion which has preoccupied artists and scientists
since the renaissance.

VELUX DIALOGUE 48
THE STUBBORNNESS
OF ARCHITECTURE

Students of the Oslo School of Architecture and
Design (AHO) designed eleven ‘light machines'and
built them with the support of VELUX. "They do
nothing but uncover emotions”, Rolf Gerstlauer,
the supervising professor, describes the light and
space installation. But this allows the light ma-
chines to raise questions about the traditional lim-
its of architecture and our perception of space.

VELUX INSIGHT 40
A TOUCH OF
HEAVINESS

What should be done with the bunkers of the Sec-
ond World War now that they are starting to
show their age? A residential building in the Co-
logne district of Nippes offers a possible answer
to this question: instead of tearing down some of
the remaining bunkers still above ground Luczak
Architekten incorporated the massive walls into
a series of newly built town houses and lofts. The
interior rooms are spacious and full of light - and
yet the past is still sensually present.






